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Isatan lviii. 1. Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift up thy Voice like a 
Trumpet, and ſhow my People their Tran eroſion, and the Houſe 
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Amos ii. 6. Thus ſaith the Lo p, for Three Tranſgreſjions «of 
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[-P:ice SrXPENCE. | 


TO THE 


CHURCH OY CHRIST, 


MEETING IN 


LitTte Avtirrt-STRxeT, GooDMAn's-FiELDS: 


” Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 
E IGHTEEN Years are now almoſt expired, 
ſince it was the Pleaſure of the Lord to bring 
me among you, and I accepted of the Paſtoral Charge : 
Since which Time, notwithſkanding the Revolutions 
which have happened among us, and great Oppoſition 
made from Enemies abroad to the Truths of Chriſt, 
in this corrupt and degenerate Age; and though there 
is a ſenfible Decay and Declenfion with reſpect to the 
vital Part of Religion, both as to Doctrine and Prac- 
tice, yet it is much to your Honour (under the preſent. 
melancholly and alarming Proſpet of Things) that 
you flill continue to adopt and eſpouſe the grand and 
| A 2 fundamental 
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fundamental Dofrines of the Goſpel, in their Clear- 
neſs, Harmony and Conſiſtency ; and that the ancient 
Settlements of Grace upoulhe Ek# in Chrift, os Me- 
diator, as they are rich, ſovereign, diſcriminating, 
and diſtinguiſhing, are Food for your Faith, and 
ſavoury Meat, ſuch as your Souls love, as well as 
God's everlaſting Love to his Elef, in chooſing them 
in Chriſt, in the pure Maſs of Creatureſvip : And 1 
congratulate you, not only on Account of your Steadi- 
neſs, and ftedfaſt Adberence to the Faith once delivered 
to the Saints, but alſo on Account of the late 8 ucceſs 
of the Goſpel among you, and that Union in Affection 
and goed Underſtanding. that litewiſe prevails, and 
which J heartily defire may be abundantly increaſed, 
fo that you may come behind in no Gift, waiting for the 
Coming of cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for whom I thank 
the God of all Grace, and fer you all, whom I ſerve 
with my Spirit, in the Goſpel of bis Son. — I Hall 
only add, that the following Sermon making its Ap- 
fearance in pubic was very foreign from my Inten- 
tions; mans Obfectiens I made to it in my own Mind, 
and among otters a Senſe of my Weakneſs, Inability 
and Infirnities , Things which I have often lamented 
at the Throne of Grace: But my Compliance at laſt 
with your united Requeſt, and earneſt Deſire that the 
ſame might be printed, was from confiderins how 


uſeful , 
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uſeful it was made to many of your Souls, and the 
Souls of other Friends, that attended when I preached 
11-— and hoping it may be mgde a Bleſſing yet, in the 
Hands of the Spirit of God, to others alſo in the read- 
ing of it. — And I fincerely defire that the Glory of 
Ged, and the exalting of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, may 
crown the Whole, and be the principal Aim and End. 
With this View, and as a Debt of Love and Service, 
which I owe to you as a Church of Chriſt (and not 
any other Thing that I am ſenſible of) I comply with 
your Requeſt. And remain 
With cordial Reſpefts, 
Your Brother in Chriſt, 


And humble Servant in bis Goſpel, 


WILLIAM DOW ARS. 


Pennington-Streett, 
Ratcliffe-Highway, 
April 5, 1775- 


A SERMON, 


S E R M O N, Oe. 


ECCLESIASTES ii. 4. 


A Time to Weep, and 4 Time to Laugh. 


—_— 


—— 


H E Providence of God always acts 
agreeable and conſiſtent with his unerring 
Will, and with that ſovereign Pleaſ ure 
of the divine Mind, ſo beautifully penned and 
made known, in all the punctual and poſitive De- 
clarations revealed in the Scriptures, both of the 
Old and New Teſtament; and not only fo, but 
all harmonize with, and are agreeable with the 
Being 


(8 ) 

Being and Perfections of God. The End and 
Deſign of this Chapter, out of which we have 
now taken our Text, eſpecially down to the 
Eleventh Verſe of it, as well as the preceding 
Chapter, is todiſcover untogood Men, as well asbad, 
the righteous and the wicked, but unto the Peo- 
ple of God, in a more peculiar and particularSenſe, 
the Changes that may be expected by them, in a 
variable and fluctuating World, in aState of Imper- 
fection, and that it is but a vain Thing for any 
of the Sons of Men, or any of the People of God, 
if they are under particular trying and awful Diſ- 
penſations of Providence, to murmer or repine 3 
that the doing of this would be only a Proof of 
that refractory Spirit, that thoſe, as well as others 
of God's People, as well as the World, and at 
ſome Times the former have diſcovered, too 
much to the Diſhonour of him that worketh all 
Things according to the Counſel of his own Will, 
and that hath determined the Times before ap- 
pointed, and the Bounds of their Habitation; 
the Conſideration of theſe Things, with others, 
but particularly the former, ſeems to be chiefly 


in the Eye of the Penman of our Text, no leſs a 
Perſon than Solomon; and though he, literally con- 
ſidered, was a very Wiſe Man, yet a greater than 


Solomon © 


= 

Selomon is here notwithſtanding, and that in this 
Chapter (when the Spirit of God directs the 
believing Soul unto) he may find Comfort and 
Conſolation, and thoſe Supports that can come 
from none but him; whoſe Being is alone in and 
of himſelf; and it appears, that the Wiſe Man 
here ſpeaks of thoſe particular Seaſons, under the 
Direction of the Spirit of the Lord, to be 
that which is always becoming the People of 
God to acquieſce in, even in thoſe Viciſſitudes, 
which always may be expected, while here in the 
preſent State of Things; — we might here enter- 
tain you with ſomething conſiderable, but the 
preſent Seaſon will not admit of it. In the 
"Words of our Text, obſerve theſe Two Things : 


I. Two Oppoſites, here ſpoken of, Weeping 
and Laughing. | 


II. Taz certain Determination of theſe, here 
aſſerted, a Time for the one, and a Time for the 
other, or a Time to Weep, and a Time to Laugh. 


IT was at firſt my Intention to have conſidered 
the latter Part of the Text, as well as the former, 
but I now find my ſelf neceſſitated to decline it; and 

may, 


1 
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may, if ſpared, give you a Diſcourſe upon that, at 
ſome other Seaſon; but, for the preſent, ſhall con- 
fine my ſelf to the F rſt Clavuſe. 


A Time to Weep. 


I wouLD here juſt obſerve, the Cauſes of Weep- 
ing are ſometimes very different and various; and, 
with reſpect to the Coherence of our Subject, and 
the Nature of Things, it ariſes, either from Sin in 
general, as the inſtrumental Cauſe, or from Grief 
and Sorrow, or from great A fflictions.— The 


Method we propoſe to take, in the M — 
of « our r Text, 23 


I. To point out ſome Things in general, that 
call upon the People of God, at this Time, to 
IVeep on the Account of. 


II. To, point out ſome Things in particular, 
that call upon the People of Gad, at this Time, 
to JYeep on the Account of. 


We begin, 


I. To point out ſome Things in general, that 
call upon the People of God, at this Time, to 
| Wep 
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Mieep on the Account of; and here remember, 
that though the Text is ſhort, it is full and cora- 
prehenſive; and among other Things, this Time 
is a Time to Weep, 8 


Firſt, Fox our own Sins. 
Secondly, Fox the Sins of other Profeſſors. 


Thirdly, Fox the Sins of Wicked Men that 
are in Power, | | 


Fourthly, Fon theSins of the Nation in general. 

Fifthly, For thoſe Sins that will bring down 
impending Judgments and Calamities upon us, if 
not averted. 


Firſt, Tris Time is a Time that calls for 
Weeping for our own Sins; and I hope it was 
very providential, and the Pleafure of God, to 
direct me to this Paſſage; it ſeemed to me, as 
Things are, to be very ſuitable to our preſent 
Time and Caſe, and calls upon the People of God 
to begin with themſelves, and we with them to 
Weep for our own Sins. Such is the Miſery ot 

Mankind 


| r 
Mankind by Nature, and wretched Depravity, 
that even God's own People, more or leſs, are 
made ſenſible of, and mourn over; ſuch is the 
Contagion and epidemical Diſeaſe; a nauſeous, 
inveterate, and mortal Diſeaſe, which none but 
God can cure, that has overſpread the whole 
human Race: And though ſome of them are 
Eagle- eyed Men, to ſee and obſerve Sins in 
others, and not in themſelves, yet there are ſome, 
who are conſcious of this, and whoſe Conſciences 
muſt bear witneſs to the Truth of it, and that 
among God's own People. I do not by this ſingle 
out or ſpeak of any One particular Perſon here 
preſent, but as that which the People of God, 
know by Experience, and every ſenſible Soul 
here, in the Preſence of God, will bear witneſs to 
the Truth of: I dare ſay, we can all put our 
Hands upon our Mouths, and cry out Guilty. 
Though I mention this, I would not be under- 
ſtood to mean, that we are to extenuate the Sins 
of others that are Profeſſors, or of thoſe that are 
| profane Sinners; but when, by the Spirit of God, 
we are enabled to view ourſelves, and in that Sin 

which we derived from the Firſt Adam, and the 
Appearance of it, in the Senſe before obſerved, we 
cannot but be conſcious to ourſelves, that the 
| | Truth 
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Truth before ſpecified juſtly: belongs to us, aad 
we have juſt Cauſe to be aſhamed of it before God. 
And it would bewell,if we could do as that Woman, 
when the Power and Spirit of the Lord had reach- . 
ed her Heart, and made a Conqueſt of it, and 
which ſhowed itſelf, when our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
was come into the Houſe of Simon, the Phariſee, ® 
ſhe flood at his Feet behind him Weeping, and began 
to waſh his Feet with Tears, and did wipe them. 
with the Hairs of ber Head, and kiſſed bis Feet, 
and anointed them with Qintment; what did ſhe 
Weep for? Why, for her own Sins, ſhe waſhed bis 
Feet with Tears, and wiped them with the Hairs of 
„ ber Head, (he was ſtruck and overpowered with 
the Love ofChri/t; and it would be well, if we could 
do like her, as this is aTime toll eep for our ownSins; 
or with Peter, after he had denied his Lord; and 
have not we denied him as well as he? if not in the 
fame Way, yet in other Reſpefts; he did not deny 
him as his Sayiour and Redeemer ; no, but as 
being One of his Intimates and Diſciples, in which 
he committed a great Sin; and this was through 
the Force of Satan's Temptation, with which he 
was overpowered, and what was the Conſequence 
of it? A Look from Chrif cauſes him to Weep: f 


Luke vii. 38, 1 Matt. xxvi. 75. 
And 
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And Peter remembered the Words of Jeſus, which ſaid 
unto him, Before the Cock crow, thou ſhalt deny mel brice: 

And he went out, and wept bitterly. When Things 
are thus brought home, by theSpirit of God, to our 
Souls, either, more or lefs, it will have this Ten- 
dency, and keep our Tongues with others of the 
People of God within Bounds, and more cloſe, 

with reſpe& to the Charges they are too apt to 
bring and load others with; their own Sins and 
Iniquities, on the contrary, may caufe them to 
Weep, and muft ſtrike them with Dread and 
Aſtoniſnment; and, the more ſo, ſhould they be 
made ſenſible, that they are pardoned. —We find, at 


the Time when the Lord was about to deal 


with the Jews, in a Way of Wrath and Vengeance, 
and to deprive them of thoſe Mercies and Pri- 
vileges they had ſo long enjoyed, but had abuſed, 
waxed fat under and deſpiſed, and had wantonly 
kicked againſt his Diſpenſations, and thofe divine 
Meſſages that the Lord had ſent unto them, yet 
he had a People among them, that he had reſolved 

ſhould efcape thoſe Judgments he was about to 
{-nd upon that Nation; as you find, 5 But they 
that eſcape of them ſhall eſcape, and ſhall be on the 
Mountains like Doves of the Valles, all of them Mourn- 


$ Ezekiel vii. 16. 
ing, 


( us ) 
ing, every One for his own Iniquity; and as with them 
then, in their Condition, as deſcribed, ſo with us 
no, in our prefent Circumſtances, @ Time to 
Meep, for our own Sins. | 


| Secondly, Tuts Time is @ Time to Weep for 
the Sins of other Profeſſors; and as there are ſuch 
Crowds of them now, it is very proper to make a 
Diſtinction between Profeſſors and Profeſfors, for 
the Lord doth it himſelf, and will do it another 
Day; ſome Profeſſors are but painted Hypocrites, 
and God will find them out; and others, from 
whom better Things might be expected, ſome 
that are really the People of God, and others that 

would be thought to be ſo, yet act ſo inconſiſtently, 
that they are a Scandal to their Profeſſion, and 
ſo much like the World, that they cauſe Grief 
and Uncafinefs, unto them that are enabled to 
walk more agreeable and correſpondent with 
their Profeſſion, and the Goſpel ot Chrif, and the 
Enjoyments and Bleſſings of the Covenant of 
Grace, that are ordered in all Things and ſure: A 
View of this ſometimes, I am perſuaded, hath been 


the Experience of ſome of you; I have known 


the Time, it hath been my Experience, and could 
have been glad, and have wiſhed, with the Prophet 
| Feremiab, 
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Jeremiah, + Oh ! that my Head were Waters, and 
mine Eyes 4 Fountain of Tears, that I might Weep 
Day and Night for the Slain of the Daughter of my 
People. Theſe Things are to be lamented by the 
People of God, and are too evident and viſible 
to bedifputedor denied, and muſt be acknowledg- 
edi by all thoſe that are concerned for theIntereſt of 
Chrift,and who obſerve the irregular Walk of many 
in this our Day, which is ſo gloomy and melan- 
choly; a Time, in which Profeſſors ſport them- 
ſelves like the unthinking World, and ſuch that 
are Strangers to the Grace of God, and rather 
give evidence that they are Enemies to, than 
Friends of the Croſs of Chriſt. And here let it be 
obſerved, by you, my Friends, that though I have 
not my Eye upon any One particular Perſon 
here preſent, yet it becomes me to be found faith- 
ful, and Ihope I fhall always be continued ſo; for 
ſuch is our ſad Caſe at preſent, at leaſt with many 
Profeſſors of Chrif, that they are not known from 
the Men of the World, and are in fact a very 
great Scandal to the Goſpel of Chriſt; and as I 
ſaid not Jong fince, reſpecting Perſons of this 
Character, ſo I ſay again now, that fuppoſing we 

. that they may belong to the Election of 


4 Jeremiah ix. 1. 
Grace, 


1 
Grace, and that God will own them another Day, 
yet now they are much better out of the Church 
than in, as through this Means, and on Account 
of the ill Conduct of One, Two, or more, ſome- 
times a Whole Church have been cenſured and 
blamed, not only by the Men of the World, who 
are blind, ſtupid and ignorant, and Enemies to 
the good Ways of the Lord, but by many Pro- 
feſſors, and ſome of Gad's own People too, which 
ſeems as though they were glad of the Opportu- 
nity, and rather lived upon the Sins of others, than 
upon the Perſon, Fulneſs, Blood and Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt; which Things are to be lamented, 
and from which ir appears, that this is a Time to 
Weep, not only for our own Sins, but alſo for the 
Sins of others: And did we but ſenſe theſe Things, 
as the good Man of Old did, when his Heart was 
overwhelmed wich them, we could not but ſhed a 
Tear with him alſo; who, obſerving the Conduct 
of many in his Day, who were either Profeſſors 
or Profane, or it may be both, cries out, || Rivers 
of Waters run down mine Hes, becauſe they keep not 
thy Law. Some Profeſſors pay no Regard to the 
Laws of Jeſus Chriſt, as if they were under none 
to him, at leaſt, that he was no Sovereign Law- 


| Pfalm cxix. 136. 
C given 
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giver, nor Lord to them; they do not act as his 
Subjects, but caſt his Laws behind their back; and 
in his Government ſeem to have no cordial nor 
hearty Delight: And it is to be feared, bythe Con- 
duct of ſome, that they will find themſelves 
dreadfully miſtaken hereafter, and that they have 
been only deceiving their own Souls: As to 
others, whoſe Conduct alſo is blame-worthy, in 


the Senſe before ſpecified, who are the People 


of God, and among this Number, theſe he will 
bring to Repentance for, and humble them upon 
the Account of them; though it is evident, the 
Caſe of many will be as thoſe ſpoken of, and of 
whom it is ſaid, + and while they went to buy, the 
Bridegroom came, and they that were ready went in 
with him to tbe Marriage, and the Door was ſhut. I 
fear, that many, who are called Virgins, will be 


eternally ſhut out, as Strangers to the Grace of 
God, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; while 


others, however weak Grace may appear to be 
in them, and at ſome Seaſons, as though they had 
none at all, yet having it in their Hearts, though 
the leaſt Grain of it, ſhall never be excluded. 


+ Matthew xxv. 10. 


Thirdy, 


Wax 


Thirdly, Tuis Time is a Time to Weep for the 
Sins of wicked Men that are in Power; not that 
all Men in Power and Authority are to be thus 
accounted of, nor the Sins and iniquitous Prac- 
tices of a few to be imputed to the whole of them; 
ſome wicked and unreaſonable Men, Men of bad 
Principles and immoral Practices, have more or 
leſs been always found in this Kingdom; and it 
is to be feared, there will be rather an Increaſe 
than a Diminution of them, while Things con- 
tinue as they now are, and there is ſuch a general 
Concern for joining Houſe to Houſe, and laying 
Field to Field : If we complain of Men of this 
Complexion now, we find, there were. ſome of 
them always, either more or leſs; Profane and Sacred 
Hiſtory will give evidence fufficient for the 
Truth of this; and to me it appears, there will 
be little Alteration for the better, till he Earth 
ſhall be filled with the Knowledge of the Glory of 
the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea. — For 
my own Part, I would be far from reflecting un- 
juſtly on any ; and certain it is, we can never 


rightly judge of theſe Things, without conſider- 
ing the Firſt Cauſe, or looking at the Hand of 
God, who wiſely permits them: And yet, that 

C 2 Things 
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Things have been badly managed in general, and 
carried to a very great Height, by thoſe that 
neither fear God nor regard Man, even in a 
Meaſure to the Ruin of the Kingdom, are too 
obvious to be denied. And with reſpect to our 
Publick Affairs, how are the Words of the Wiſe 
Man verified!“ }/ben the Righteous are in Authority, 
the People rejoice; but when the Wicked beareth rule, 
the People mourn. This 1s a mourning Time, a 
Weeping Time indeed ; and what will be the Con- 
ſequence of theſe Things we know not ; we may 
fear ſomething very awful will enſue; certain it is, 
theſe Things have not been laid to heart by the 
People of God, as might have been expected: 
Alas! my Friends, I own myſelf guilty in this 
| Reſpect; and are not many of Chriff's Friends 
alike chargeable? even thoſe that know what his 
good Company means, that have ſeen Men coun- 
tenanced and encouraged, that inſtrumentally have 
been the Bane of the Nation, and not properly 
affected therewith, not ſo concerned about it as 
David was in his Time, who ſays, + The Wicked 
walk ou every Side, when the vileſt Men are exalted. 
And if this is not a Time of Weeping, when 
can we call it a Time of Weeping ? 


„ Proverbs xxix. 2. + Pfalm xii. 8. 


\ Four thly, 
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Fourthly, Tais Time is a Time of Weeping 
for the Sins of the Nation in general; Ungodli- 
nels is prevalent in common all over the Land, 
and, in a ſtrict and emphatical Senſe, it muft-be 
called a ſinful Nation: Neither does. it appear 
probable, there can be ever any real Proſperity in 
it, while ſuch. Iniquity of all Sorts is committed 
in the Midſt of it, or by its Inhabitants, and little 
or no Notice taken of it; and but little, in a com- 
parative Senſe, by God's own. People, who are the 
molt obſerving, and beſt capacitated, to mention 
and bewail its Abominations, at the Throne of 
Grace, or plead it over with the Lord, That the Sins 
of the Nation are many, great and aggravating, is 
notorious on many Accounts; and, amongthe reſt, 
when wetakea View of the Luxury that prevails all 
over it, from one End of it to the other, and for 
which we may be juſtly reproached by other Na- 
tions, and juſtly reproved by the Wiſe Man; 4 
Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation; but Sin is a Reproach 
to any People, Sin will reproach a People, it muſt 
beſo, and cannot be otherwiſe, As to the Privileges 
and Enjoyments this Nation hath been honoured 
with, they are too many to be enumerated, and 


7 Proverbs xiv. 34. 
have 


( -22 ) 
have been continued to an ungrateful and God- 
provoking People for a long Seaſon ; but how 
have they been ſlighted and abuſed, and what 
can otherwiſe be expected, than that the Lord will 
remove them! Was there ever a People ſo highly 
favoured with Mercies of one Kind and another, 
and ever a People that ſo lighted and deſpiſed 
them? * He hath not dealt ſo with any Nation. Do 
not all Manner of Sin and Iniquity overſpread 
the Land, fo that there is ſcarcely any true ſpe- 
cial Goſpel Knowledge of God in it? Is it not 
the Caſe with this Nation, as with the Inhabitants 
of the Land of Fudea and Jeruſalem ? — who, be- 
fore the Lord carried them away captive, were 
increaſed in their Reputation, Wealth, Power, 
Dignity and Number, and did as we do now; 
they trampled upon the Mercies they were fa- 
voured with, and the Revelation that God made 
known to them, by his Servants the Prophets ; 
and therefore the Lord ſays, concerning them, + 
As they were increaſed, ſo they finned againſt me; 
therefore will I change their Glory into Shame. The 
Conſideration of theſe Things, as they are appli- 


cable to our Nation in general, is awful, and 


greatly concerns the People of God in particular, 


* Pſalm exlvii. 20, + Hoſea iv. 7. 


whoſe 


0-1 

whoſe Mercy it will be wiſely to conſider of it;; 
becauſe ſhould the Lord deal in that terrible Way 
with them, as he will with others, and with 
England as a Nation, as he has with other Nations 
whom he has deſtroyed, what a wretched People 
muſt we be, deluged in outward Miſery and Diſ- 
treſs! though the Perſons of the Elect are eternally 
ſafe in the Hands of Chrjft, and ſecured there 
from the vindictive Wrath and Fury of God: 
Notwithſtanding which, and though their Perſons 
are near and dear to God, they may ſhare with 
others in deſolating Judgments, when the Lord 
thus taketh Vengeance: + Shall I not viſit for theſe 
"Things? ſaith the Lord; ſhall not my Soul be avenged 
on ſuch a Nation as this? 4 For bo, I begin to bring 
Evil on the City which is called by my Name, and 
ſhould ye be utterly unpuniſped ? Ye ſhall not be un- 
puniſbed; for I will call for à Sword upon all the In- 
habitants of the Earth, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts: 
And we, my Friends, have Reaſon to expect it. 


Fifthly, Tnis Time is a Time for Weeping for 
the Sins that will bring down impending Judg- 
ments and Calamities upon us, if not averted. — 

Clouds have been gathering for a long Seaſon, 


+ Jer. v. 29. 1 Jer. xxv. 29. 


and 
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and thick ones too; and though ſome of the 
People of God have been apprized of it, yet, in 
general, they are too little affected with it. A Storm 
threatens us, and is hanging over our Heads, for 
dur Sins; when it may break forth, we cannot ſay, 
neither can any of us, with Preciſion, determine; 
though generally ſpeaking, when the Lord has 
dern about to viſit a Nation or People with his 
Judgments, he has given ſome Notice of it; as 
he did, before the Fews of Old were carried away 
Captive, and before Jeruſalem was beſieged by the 
Romans, and when he directs the Prophet Joel to 
attend to his Work, and found an Alarm: + Blow 
ot the Trumpet in Zim, and found an Alarm in my 
Holy Mountain; ler ail the Inhabitants of the Land 
tremble; for the Day of the Lord comet h, for it is 
nigh at hand; a Day of Darkneſs and of Gloomineſs, 
& Day of Clouds and of thick Darkneſs, as the Morn- 


m ſpread upon the Monntains ; a grent People and a 


ftrong, there hath not been ever the Bke, neither ſhall 
be any more after it, even to the Tears of mam Gene- 
rations. Blow ye the Trumpet in Zion; the People 
of God muſt have the firſt Intelligence, as in 
general they have, for the Church is God's Holy 
Mountain; and the Darkneſs and Gloomineſs, here 


+ Joel ii. 1, 2. 


ſpoken 
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ſpoken of, may be underſtood, as well as the great 
People and firong, both in a literal and figurative 
Senſe ; and are expreſſive of the dreadful Judg- 
ments of God, not only to chaſtiſe them for their 
Sins, but to bring them to an Acknowledgment 
and Senſe of them, and that they might juſtify 
the Dealings of God with them: And fo the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel are to blow the Trumpet in 
Zion, to give Notice of approaching Dangers, 


and what Enemies they deſcry; and ſound an 


Alarm in God's Holy Mountain. Such is the Re- 
gard that the Lord has for his peculiar People, 
whom he will have acquainted with theſe Things: 
And the ſame Prophet, “ before ſpoken of, is directed 
to do his Errand to the Miniſters of the Lord: 
Let the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord, Weep be- 
tween the Porch and the Altar, and let them ſay, 
Spare thy People, O Lord, and give not thine Heritage 
to Reproach, that the Heathen ſhould rule over them: 
I hberefore ſhould they ſa; among the People, Where is 
their God? As there are many Sins, which, if 
not averted, will bring down impending Judg- 
ments and Calamities upon us, I ſhall here men- 
tion a few, in the room of thoſe many that might 
be enumerated. 


* Joel ii. 17. 
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Fir, Tur Sin of Pride. 
Secondly, Tux Sins of Murder and Adultery. 
2 Zirdy, Tus Sin of Sodomy. 
Fourthly, Tn Sin of Oppreſſion. 
Fifthly, Taz Sin of Blaſphemy. * 
Sixthly, Tus Sin of Coveteouſneſs. 


Seveniby, Tu Sin of lighting and deſpiſing 
the Goſpel. 


Firſt, Tur Sin of Pride; this is a prevailing 
Evil in our Day, and an aggravating one it is; 
and which, if not repented of, may in the Iſſue 
be dreadful; never was more, or perhaps ſo much 


of this, ſince this Nation has been a Nation; 
and ſcarcely ever leſs Reaſon for it, not only 


among the Wicked and openly Profane, but 


among many of God's dear Children, who have 


fallen into this Snare. Pride, not only as to Drets, 
though this 13 to be complained of, but Pride of 


Heart, 


Ee 
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Heart, from which corrupt Fountain the other 
ſhows itſelf. I have often been ſorry to ſee, that 
thoſe that profeſs Godlineſs ſhould, as to their 
Dreſs, appear ſo much like the World; though I 
am not againſt the People of God making a be- 
coming Appearance, and conſiſtent with their 
Circumſtances, as to their dreſſing of themſelves; 
cnly let it be like the People of God, and not 
like thoſe that have neither Part nor Lot in Jeſus 
Chriſt ; not like the Rakes and lewd Women of the 
Town: For the Lord aſſigns this as one Reaſon, 
among others, why he would enter into Judg- 
ment with his profeſſing People, in Jaiab's Time: # 
Moreover, the Lord ſaith, Becauſe the Daughters of 
Zion are haughty, and walk with ſtreiched forth Necks, 
and wanton Eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and 
making a tinkling with their Feet. Theſe Things 
are a Scandal to Religion and to the good Word 
of God, and to the Church of Chrift, where the 
Angels of God attend, and obſerve the Order, 
Decency and Dreſs of the Saints. Oh! what 
Abundance of Pride there is in the Heart of 
Man, ſuch a monſtrous Swell of this among 
Numbers of Profeſſors, and more or leſs among 
all the Favourites of Heaven, who, when the Love 
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of Chrift is ſhed abroad in their Hearts, can give 
no Countenance to, and could ſooner pluck out 
a Right Eye, or cut off a Right Hand, than allow 
themſelves therein. Nay, chis makes them aſhamed 
of their Pride, and mourn before the Lord, upon 
the Account of it, as the Prophet Feremiab did 
for the Pride of the Fews, upon wioke Account 
he was grealy concerned: + But if ye will not bear 
it, my Soul ſhall Weep in ſecret Places for your Pride; 
and mine Eye ſhall Weep fore, and run down with 
Tears, &c. They had run ſuch a Length in Sin; 
Iniquity was exceeding open and abounding, and 
had ſpread itſelf all over the Land, in a very 


furpriſing Manner; and this fame Sin, among 


them, that was found in Sodom; therefore the 
Lord ſays, by the Prophet Ezekiel, 4 Behold, 
this was the Iniquity of thy Siſter Sodom, Pride, 
Fulneſs of Bread, and Abundance of Tdleneſs was in 
Ber, and in her Daughters ; neither did fhe ſtrengthen 
the Hand of the Poor and Needy. T he very Caſe we 


are now in ; and that one Sin among the reſt, that 


Was charged upon Sodom, is found with us; and 


for which we are called upon at this Time to 
Weep. 


+ Jer. xiii. 17. 1 Exek. xvi. 49. 
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Secandly, T'mt Sins of Murder and Adultery are 
Sins which will bring down impending Judg- 
ments and Calamities, if not averted ; theſe are 
ſome of the crying Sins of the Nation, and bloody 
Crimes, that Feruſalem had charged upon her: 
And what Numbers of theſe are frequently com- 
mitted among us! and though the Laws of God, 
and of this Realm, are ſo poſitive and expreſs 
againſt the Tranſgreſſors of them, yet ſometimes, 
through the Power, Intereſt and Influence. of 
Men, the Offenders have eſcaped the Puniſhment 
they juſtly deſerved; and for this Cauſe, the Lord 
has a Controverſy with us, as well as thoſe many 
others mentioned by the Prophet Hoſea: * Hear 
the Word of the Lord, ye Children of Iſrael ;, for the 
Lord hath a C ontroverſy with the Inhabitants of. the 
Land, becauſe there is no Truth, nor Mercy, nor 
Knowledge of God in the Land : By ſwearing, and 
Hing, and killing, and ſtealing, and committing Adul- 
tery, they break out, and Blood toucheth Blood. Theſe 
various Sins, here enumerated by the Prophet from 
the Lord, diſcoyer his Hatred and utter Abhor- 
rence of them; and how growing are they at this 
Time, as to the general Part of them, with the 
numberleſs Murders committed in our Land! 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdy, Tur Sin of Sodom; this, as well as 
others, will bring down impending Judgments 
and Calamities, if not averted; a Sin, too fre- 
quently practiſed in this Nation, found among 
and committed by Numbers, even by many that 
are not ſuſpected, though a moſt ſhameful, deteſ- 
table, and unnatural Sin, to the great Diſhonour 
of God, the Grief of the Godly, and Reproach 
of the Natian. A Wonder it is, that the Lord 
doth not fend forth his Armies, and peſtilential 
Judgments among us, to ſweep us away. 
The many awful Calamities of Fire, we have here, 
are ſhocking and alarming; and the frequent 
Repetition of them, here in London, cauſed me to 


ſay, a few Years ago, ſecretly to myſelf, it ſeems 


as though the Lord was about to deſtroy this 
Place by Fire; and was it ſo, it need not be 
wondered at, as there are ſo many Fire-Brands, as 


_ theſe Sodomites are, naw among us. Many there 


were in the Land of Sodom and Gomorrha, and 
how many have we of them here, not among 


the Commonalty only, but among others, and 
Profetfors of Religion too! What a diabolical 
Thing is this, that this Sin ſhould be found among 
thoſe that profeſs an Acquaintance with Chris, 

and. 
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and who, before Men, appear as Religious Perſons! 


Let thoſe, of this Complexion, ſhudderat that Black 
Catalogue of Sinners, mentioned by the Apoſtle: 5 
Knew ye not, that the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit 
ihe Kingdom of God? Be not deceived ;, neither For- 
nicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Effeminate, 
nor Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, ner Thieves, 
nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Ex- 
tortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God: However, 
theſe Sins in general were once found among the 
believing Corintbians, and they were chargeable 
with them in a State of Nature, yet not now, they 
being the Subjects of Grace, particularly with 
Reſpe& to their abuſing themſelves with Man- 
kind; nor do I remember any Charge of Sodomy, 
throughout the Word of God, ever exhibited 
againſt any of the Veſſels of Mercy after Calling, 
though before Converſion guilty of it, as were 
ſome of theſe Corinthians, as appears plain from 
what the Apoſtle further ſays: + And ſuch were 
ſome of you, but ye are Waſhed, but ye are Sanfified, 
but ye are Fuſtified, in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and 
by the Spirit of onr God. However it might be with 
God's People in their un regenerate State, no one 
Charge is brought againit them of this Sort 
afterwards: Seeing then, that this Sin abounds in 


$ 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. + x Cor. vi. 11. 
our 
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dur Day, and is practiſed by many round about 
us, and Countenance is rather given to it by ſome; 
than Puniſhment for the ſame, what Judgments 
may we not expect to be poured down upon us, 
as the Lord turned the Cities of Sodom and 
Gomerrha into Aſhes for it, and rained Fire and 
Brimſtone from the Lord out of Heaven! x 


» Fourthly, Taz Sin of Oppreſſion; this is 
another crying and aggravating Sin, which will 
bring down impending Judgments and Calami- 
ties upon us, if not averted; and, when conſidered 
with the reſt, is very hateful and provoking; and 
for a long Seaſon have cauſed many to ſigh and 
groan under the Weight and Burden of; not only 
the Poor in common, literally conſidered, who 
have ſuffered much by it, but the Poor of the 
Lord's Flock, on whoſe Account he will reckon 
with the Oppreſſors, for their Oppreſſion of 
his Poor and Elect, who cry to him Night and 
Day; and which, by the Prophet Jſaiab, he highly 
reſents : || What mean ye, that ye beat my People to 
Pieces, and grind the Faces of the Poor, ſaith the Lord 
God of Hoſts? And he, that is Truth itſelf, has 


4 2 Peter ii. 6.— Gen. xix. 24, 25. || Iſaiah iii. 15. 


declared, . 


633 59 

declared, that he that toucheth them toucheth the 
Apple of bis Eye: Therefore, the Reaſon why he 
doth not appear at preſent, to judge the Righteous, 
or vindicate their Cauſe, and deal with their 
Enemies, is not only becauſe there is a ſet Time 
for this, and he is in himſelf immutable, but alſo 
becauſe the Oppreſſors of his People have not 
filled up the Meaſure of their Sins, or the Iniquity 
of the Amorites is not yet full; 5 but ſooner or 
later he will, he has reſolved upon this: + For the 
Oppreſſion of the Poor, for the Sighing of the Needy, 
now will I ariſe, ſaith the Lord; I will ſet him inSafety 
from him that puſfeth at him: This Text will have 
its full Accompliſhment: Now will I ariſe, ſaith the 
Lord; that will be a glad Time to God's own 
Poor, when the Lord ſhall thus vindicate them; 
though the Text ſeems to have a manifeſt Re- 
ference to the Man of Sin, making War with 
the People of God; however that may be, it is 
doing no Injuſtice to the Text, nor offering any 
Violence to it; but however that may be, we, 
that are made ſenſible of the preſent State of 


Things, muſt frankly own, it is @ Time 10 
IWeep. 


* Zech. ii. $. $ Gen. xv. 16. + Pſalm xii. 5. 
E OO Fifthly, 
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Fifiby, Tux Sin of Blaſphemy is a Sin which 
will bring down impending Judgments and 
Calamities upon us, if not averted; perhaps there 
was never a greater Number of Blaſphemers than 
are at preſent, and thoſe of divers Sorts, and 
found among ſome Profeſſors, as welk as the 
civilly Wicked, and openly Profane; among all 
Ranks and Degrees of People, High and Low, 
Rich and Poor, Bond and Free, Male and Female; 
and not only ſo, but, through the ill Conduct of 
ſome, the Name of God is blaſphemed by others. 
Were the Laws of Hcaven attended to, and put 
into Execution, as they are ſet forth in the 
Word of God, what an awful Alteration would 
there be made from the Higheſt totheLoweſt! And 
if that Scripture was to be abode by in this 
Affair, ¶ He that blaſphemeth the Name of the Lord, 
he ſhall ſurely be put to Death, and all the Congrega- 
ticn ſhall certainly ſtone him; as well the Stranger, 
as he that is born in the Land, when be blaſphemeth 
the Neme of the Lord, fall be put to Death. If this 
was the Cafe among us, and our Laws were to 
inflict this Puniſhment, we ſheuid have a thin 
Land indeed; many Thouſands of its blaſpheming 


1 Leviticus xxiv. 16. 
| Inhabitants 
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Inhabitants would be cut off; or only ſuppoſing 


the Laws of our Land, in a conſcientious Way, 
were put into Execution, for the Suppreſſion of 
it, whether or no there would not be more of the 
Smiles of Providence upon us: But on the con- 
trary, we cannot walk many Steps in the Streets, 
without hearing the Name of God blaſphemed, 
and ſometimes with a Volley of ſuch unaccounta- 
ble and new invented Oaths, ſufficient to affright 
even, thoſe that, like themſelves, have noFear of God 
before their Eyes: Others blaſpheme the Name 
of God in a different Way, as the Arians do; and 
to me 1t appears,there is not a worle Set of Sinners 
,out of Hell; Sinners,that are worſe than the Devil 
himſelf, for he knows better than they; and they 
are thoſe that blaſpheme the Deity of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, banter, ridicule, and laugh at the 
Equality of his Godhead, and the Virtue and 
Efficacy of his Blood; and yet among themſelves, 
and in the Judgment of ſome others, paſs for 
Miniſters of the Goſpel; were they here preſent, 
I ſhould not be aſhamed to tell them, they have 
no Inheritance in Heaven; apparently they are 
only doing the Work of Satan, and depreciating 
the Glory of Chriſt: Surely then, this is a Time 10 
Weep. It appears very plain, when the Truths of 
E 3 thy 
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the Lord in the general are blaſphemed, as at this 
Time they are, by many, that it is the Duty of 
the Miniſters of Chriſt to defend them; as in this, 
| his Name is not only blaſphemed, but alſo his 
proper Deiry and Sonſhip is denied, which is moſt 
ſhocking: If I knew Perſons of this Stamp, in 
Church Fellowſhip, I could as ſoon fit down 
with the Devil himſelf ; for ſuch Men can never 
be upon the good Foundation, Chriſt, but, living 
and dying as they are, are in a State of Damna- 
tion. Other Blaſphemers we might recite to you, 
but for the preſent ſhall only, mention that famous 
One, Rabſhakeh, whom Sennacherib, King of Aſyria, 
ſent to King Hezekiab, as his Meſſenger, upon 
which, King Hezekiab-ſaid, + This is a Day of 
Trouble, and of Rebuke, and of Blaſphemy , for the 
Children are come to the Birth, and there is not 
Strength to bring forth. 


Sixthly, Tux Sin of Covetouſneſs is a Sin 
that will bring down impending Judgments and 
Calamities, if not averted; this Evil, and the 
others before . ſpecified, are a few of thoſe Sins, 
which I have ſingled out in the room of many 
others; and as for this Sin itſelf, though it cleaves 


+ Ifaiah xxxvii. 3. 


to 


Arguments have been aſſigned; and a ſad Spirit of 
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to Mankind naturally, and begins betimes in the 
Heart, yet it is often unperceived by them, and is 
One of the growing Evils and Idols of the pre- 
ſent Day, and what the Apoſtle, in expreſs Words, 
calls Idolatry; 4 and is an Idol, which the Lord 
hath declared he will aboliſh; “ and, through this 


Sin, diſhoneſt Perſons have often injured others; 


an Evil in itſelf pernicious, and for which, many 


frivolous Excuſes are often made, and impertinent” 


it abounds now in the World; and was the Lord 
but to mark it, ſo as to take vengeance upon 
thoſe that are guilty of it, the Inhabitants of 


this Land would be cut off for it, both great and 


ſmall, the Ungodly, and many of the Righteous, 
who, though they belong to God, are herein 
very culpable with others, and too much carried 
away with it ; and for this, the Lord often hides 
his Face from his Children, he withdraws his 
comfortable Preſence from them, and gives them 
Leanneſs in their Souls, and diſcovers his Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt their almoſt inſatiable Thirſt 
after Things that will be of no real Service to 
them, though they deſire them in an immoderate 
Way; and he has reſolved he will viſit them in a 


1 Col. iii. 5. * Ifaiah ii, 18, 20. 
Fatherly 
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Fatherly Way for it, as he did thoſe of Old: 5 
For. the Iniquity of his Covetouſneſs was I wroth, 
and ſmate bim; I hid me, and was wroth, and he went 
on frowardly in the Way of his Heart. God's Peo- 
ple, while they are in this World, fee that they 
have Occaſion to be checked in their Purſuits 
after the Things of it, their Conſciences accuſe 
them of this Evil; and where a Perſon is ſtrictly 


covetous, that Perſon can ſcarcely be ſaid to be 


Honeſt. We find that, when the Man came 
to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and wanted him to 
divide the Inheritance, & He ſaid unto them, Take 

heed, and beware of Covetouſneſs; for a Man's Life | 
conſiſteth not in the Abundance of the Things which he | 


Paſceſſet. 


Seventbly, aud Laſtly, Tux Sin of ſlighting and 
deſpiſing the Goſpel is another Sin that will 
bring down impending Judgmeats and Calamities, 
if not averted; as the Goſpel is treated with Con- 
tempt by the World, which is not ſo much to be 


wondered at, it is alſo by Numbers of Prafeſſors, 


and among them, by many, af whom better 
Things might be expected; this is no new Thing, 
but hath been of long Continuance; yet appears 


|| Tſaiah Ivii. 17. Luke xii. 15. 
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greatly increafing; and, however lighted and fer 
at nought, deſpiſed and ridiculed, is ſtill a Joyful 


Sound, the Ground and Foundation of ſpiritual 
Joy, Peace and Comfort, and will be always ſo to 


the Saints; this is the Childrens Bread, what 


they are ſupported with, upon this they live, 
feed upon, and thrive, and in this is the Life of 
their Spirits; they cannot feed upon Huſks, nor 
will they ſpend their Money for that which is 
not Bread, they look upon mere Moral Diſcourſes 
as ſuch, as inſipid and empty Things, in which 
they cannot find Chrift, nor the ſweet Flows of 
Divine Love, free of all Conditions whatever: 
That which is grieving to their Souls is, this Goſ- 
pel, in the Purity and Clearneſs of it, is rarely to be 
met with; and moſt certain it is, if the Lord ſhould 
take it away entirely from us, away goes all the 
Glory, Grandeur and Riches of this Nation at 


once. 
Wr proceed, as propoſed, 


Secondly, To point out ſome Things in parti- 
cular, that call upon the People of God, at this 
Time, to Weep on the Account of; and in particu- 
Lar, this is a Time to Weep, 


Firſt, 


: C I 


| Firſt, Wurn it goes ill with the People of 
God. | 


Secondly, Ware there is the Form and Name 
of Religion, and but little of the Power of it. 


Thirdly, Wan there i is ſuch a youre Abound- 
ing of Iniquity. 


WER: Fourthly, Wurxx there is a great Departure 
Wi from the Faith of the Goſpel. 


1 | Fifth, Wen there are but few able Men to 
| defend the Truths of Chriſt. 


Firſt, IT is a Time to Weep, when it goes ill 
with the People of God; and when it goes ill with 
them in general, in a ſtri& and Goſpel Senſe, it 
can never go well with the Nation, Kingdom, 
State, or Province, it cannot poſſibly be; though 
many of the Wicked and Ungodly may flouriſh, 
and proſper among them; but with reſpe& to the 
State and Standing of the People of God, and as 
he views them in his beloved Son, and in the 


Covenant of Grace, and in his own everlaſting ' 


Love 


1e 


FE. 


to 


(238 23 
Love to them, and Salvation by Chrift, and that 
Proviſion that was made for them in that Cove- 
nant, and the Settlement of every Bleſſing upon 
them, it neither can, nor ever did, though in other 


Reſpects it ſometimes may, as is evidently im- 


plied in what the Wiſe Man ſays: + When it goeth 
well with the Righteous, the City rejoiceth; and when 
the Wicked periſh, there is Shouting. Though God's 
People are his peculiar Treafure and Jewels, * are 


intereſted in the Interceſſion of Chrift, as thoſe 
that he laid down his Life for, and ſhall be brought 


ſafe to eternal Glory, yet, in this miſerable and 
ſinful World, it ſometimes goes ill with them; 
and their Experience abundantly teſtifies it, on 
many Accounts; and when it is ſo with them, 
they find it a Weeping Time; as when they are 
ſorely tried and tempred, and God hides his Face 
from them, and Friends act the Part of Enemies 
to them, and help forward their Affliction, by 
magnifying their Failings and Infirmities, and 
upbraiding them with Neglect of Moral Duries, 
and ſending them there for Comfort, and fretting 
their Spirits with the unpleaſant Corroſives of 
the Law, inſtead of adminiſtering the choice and 
comfortable Cordials of Chriſt and his Goſpel, as 


+ Prov, xi. 10. * Malachi iii. 177. 
* being 
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being more ſuitable to their Caſe, and which is 
the Duty of Goſpel Miniſters : || Say ye to the 
Righteous, that it ſhall be well with him, whatever 
Judgments and Calamities may come upon a 
guilty Land, and however they may affect the 
People of God, as they have formerly done, who 
have had theirPublick Places of Worſhip deſtroyed, 
and burnt with Fire; & yet it ſhall be well with 
the Righteous hereafter, and now too, in the 
Senſe before ſpecified; notwithſtanding it may be 
ſaid to go ill with them, 


Firſt, Wuxx they are in a Night of Darknefs 
and Deſertion. 


Secondly, Waen they are in general aſleep, and 


H carnally ſecure. 


Thirdy, Warn they are ſenſible Chrift is 
withdrawn from them. 


Fourthly, Ween they return from the Throne 
of Grace aſhamed. 


{ ifaiah iii. 10. $ Pſalm Ixxiv. 8.--Liaiah Ixiv. 11. 


1 | Einh. 
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Fifthly, Waex they ſeldom hear of the Work 


MI of Converſion, 
n a 
oo To each of theſe, a few Words in their Order. 
red SIPS TINT" 
_ Firſts, Ir may be ſaid to go ill with the Peo- 
_ ple of God, when they are in a Night of Darkneſs; 
- and if this is not a Night of Darkneſs and De- 
ſertion with them, I can hardly tell what Judg- 
ment to form of it: A Gloom has certainly over- 
of: ſpread the Churches in general, and Darkneſs and 


Deſertion are the ſad and mournful Complaints 
9 | of many Individuals, who are frequently, in their 
; Converſation and Prayer, bewailing of it, and, 
in the Language of ob, wiſhing it were with them 
as in Months paſt; but this will be over at the ap- 
pointed Time; and thofe that are ſenſible pray 
for it; and perhaps the Pſalmiſt had his Eye upon 
it, when he ſays, + For his Anger endureth but a 
Moment; in bis. Favour is Life: N ceping may endure 
for a Night, but Foy cometh in the Morning. 


13 


Secondly, Ir may be faid to go ill with the 
People of God, when they are in general aſl: xp, 


Job xxix. 2. + Pfalm xxx. 5. 


7, F 2 


and 


; ( 
and carnally ſecure; and when ſo, as it diſcovers 


their being in a Backſliding State, ſo Reproofs 
are ſeldom kindly taken by them, at leaſt, not ſo 
cordially as could be wiſhed; on the contrary, 
when jogged and informed of their Evil, are irri- 
tated and offended; far from the Temper and 
Spirit of David, who ſays, || Let the Righteous ſmite 
me, it ſhall be a Kindneſs, and let him reprove me, it 
Hall be an excellent Oil, which ſhall not break my Head, 
&c. more or leſs of this will prevail, as long as 
a drowſy and fluggiſh Spirit is found with the 
1 Saints, and Tares are found with the Wheat; in 
| the Latter-Day Glory, there will be little or none 
| cf this, eſpecially at the Beginning of that Day 
"61770 and in the perſonal Reign of Chriſt, and in the 
ultimate Glory, we are fure, there will be none of 


- 
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mit | | this for ever, nor any Weeping on the Account of 
1 it there; and then the Saints will be free from it 
for ever; but at preſent, Things are otherwiſe, as 
appears from what our Lord ſays; & While the 
Bridegroom tarried, they all ſſumbered and ſlept; both 
Miniſters and People, Wiſe and Fooliſh, Good 
and Bad, the Righteous and the Wicked; and 
now, in many Churches that are filled with 
. and the Doctrine of the Day, which 


Pſalm cxli. 5. $ Matthew xxv. 5. 
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is countenanced, and greedily embraced, while 
the Doctrines of the Lord are either expunged, 
or ſeldom or never inſiſted on; on which Account, 
it goes ill with the People of God; and a Wo 
denounced againſt ſome of them, and others, + 
Wo them that are at eaſe in Zion, and truſt in 


te the Mountains of Samaria, &c. 

it | 

a, Thirdly, Ir may be ſaid to go ill with the Peo- 
AS plwe of Gay, when they are ſenſible Chriſt is with- 
1 drawn from them; which they are not always 
in A nffected with, though he is really departed; This 
2 appears too evident to be denied; even, when 
they are cumbered with the Fhings of the World, 
e 1 and anxtouſly careful for the Things that periſh, 
of that they may lade themſelves with thick Clay, 
of which, when they are made ſenſible of, and hym- 
it bled for, they find it a Time toll cep. Nothing gives 
8 a good Man more Concern, than the withdrawing 
1 of the Preſence of Chriſt; this makes his Heart 


h ſad; as Nothing is more grateful nor deſired than 

d his Preſence, ſo Nothing is worſe than his Abſence; 

d the Glory is departed, when he diſappears, and 

h conceals himſelf; and by which, he ſometimes 

n diſcovers his Reſentment to his People, for their 
Amos vi. 1. 


a BE. | „ 
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ill Conduct and Carriage towards him, and Abuſe 
of the many Favours and Mercies he has beſtowed 
upon them ; and at the ſame Time may move 
upon and ſtir up their Affections, and hide him- 
felf, as he did with the Church of Old: I refe 
up to open to my Beloved, and my Hands dropped 
with Myrrh, and my Fingers with fweet-ſmelling 
Myrrb, upon the Handles of the Lock (he had 
been putting in his Hand by the Hole of the Door) 
my Soul failed (ſhe ſays) when he ſpate; I ſought 
him, but I could not find him; I called him, but he gave 


me no Anſwer. Theſe Things appear very evident, 


and undoubtedly are known by the moſt of you, 
now in the Preſence of God, and deſerve your 


Attention, as ſuch that are on the Lord's Side. 


Fourthly, IT may be ſaid to go ill with the People 
of God, when they return aſhamed from the 
Throne of Grace; this is ſometimes the melan- 
choly Experience of a Child of God, and found 


to be a Weeping Time: To go to the Throne of _ 


Grace, and have no Anſwer! this hath cauſed 
great Searchings of Heart, this hath made the 


People of God hang down their Heads, and go 


mourning : What! to call upon the Lord and 


® Cant. v. 5, & 


receive 
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receive no Anſwer, though their Souls are greatly 
dejected, caſt down, and diſquieted, when they 
would, it may be, defire to ſpeak with him, in a 
more than ordinary Way, with Freedom and Fa- 
miliarity, as a Man talketh with his Friend; but 
alas ! they are denied the Mercy, and find them- 
ſelves ſhut up; this is melancholy, but found 
in the Experience of the Saints at Times, and 
what the Pſalmiſt deprecates: O let not the 
Oppreſſed return aſhamed , let the Poor and Needy praiſe 
thy Name. The Throne of Grace is the Saints 
Delight, they are invited to come here, and their 
Privilege it is; the Way 1s opened by the Blood 
of Chriſt, and in this they are enabled to rejoice, 
even under a Senſe of their own Unworthineſs, 
and Swarms of Corruptions, they find in their 
Hearts, which make them aſhamed before the 
Lord, and cauſe them to bluſh before him, and own 
he is juſt and righteous, though he ſhould deny 
them Audience for the preſent, at leaſt as they 
apprehend, and ſpeak by Providence to them, in 
the Language of the Prophet; | That thou mayeſt 
remember and be confounded, ard never open thy Mouth 
any more, becauſe of thy Shame, when I am pacified 
toward thee for all that thou haſt done, ſaith the Lerd 


God. | 
* PAlm Ixxiv. 21. [| Ezek. xvi. 63. 
Fifthy, 
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Fifthly, Ir may be ſaid to go ill with the People 
of God, when they ſeldom hear of the Work of 
Converſion ; but now and then, that the Word of 
God is quick and powerful to the Salvation of 
Sinners: Miniſters of the Goſpel, who are 
concerned for theſe Things, and preach the Truth, 
have Reaſon to complain, as the Prophet [/aiab 
did, and ſpeak, in his mournful Language, J bo 
hath believed our Report? and to whom is the Arm 
of the Lord revealed ? 


Secondly, Ir 1s a Time to Weep, when there is 
the Form and Name of Religion, and but little 
of the Power of it; and if we do not live in this 
Day, if this is not the Time, I am much miſtaken; 
there is a great deal of the Name and Noiſe of 
Religion, it is true, but little of the Power: How- 
ever it may appear to the Generality of Profeſſors, 
and Believers in common, it is too evident to be 

denied, that the Ordinances of God's Houſe are 
more or leſs deſerted, and often neglected by many 
of the People of God, who ſeem to pay but little 
Regard to them, though they are the Inſtitutions 
of Chriſt, and his Appointments, who is Lord 

and 


* Tfaiah liv. 1. 
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and King i in Zion, and diſregard:d by many, whoſe 
Conduct ſpeaks the Language of them of Old: 7 
Behold, what a Wearineſs is it! So that we ſeem to 
be in the State of the Church of Sardis: + And unto 
the Angel of the Church in Sardis, write, Theſe Things 
ſaith be that hath the Seven Spirits of Ged, and the 
Seven Stars 3 1 know thy Works, that thou haſt a 
Name that thou liveſt, and artdead : And to be found 
in this Situation, which is too epidemical a Diſeaſe 
now in this Kingdom, and round about us, is it 
not very alarming, and calls for Weeping ? — 
Time was, when the Churches of Chriſt acted 
more agreeable to the Conſtitution of their great 
Charter thin now, and when the Order of the 
»Goſpel was more adhered to, and delighted in, 
than at preſent; and till this is reſtored, and the 
Commands of the Lord more punctually ob- 
ſerved by his People, and the good Laws of 
Great-Britain put into more effectual Execution, 
Things will never go well with this Kingdom; 
1 ſpeak it with Reverence. 


Thirdly, Ir is a Time to Weep, when there is a 
general Abounding of Iniquity ; and that this is 
our preſent unhappy Caſe 1s obvious from the 

+ Malachi i. 13. *--:*, 3 MOV . 
G. Countenance 
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Countenance given to Sin, and the Commiſſion 
of all Sorts of groſs and ſcandalous Sins; and 
from inteſtine Diviſions in the Churches; and ſo 
little Love to Chriſt, his Goſpel, Houſe and Or- 
dinances; ; ſo little real Warmth, in the Souls of 
God's People, arifing from ſolid Experience of 
divine Love ſhed abroad in their Hearts, in- 
flaming their Affections, and cauſing them to 
delight in Chriſt, and that Religion that he gives 
Countenance to, approves of, and what the Saints 
| rejoice in; and not that flaſhy Joy and Triumph 
that flows from Nature, and a blind and miſ- 
| guided Zeal, but that which the Spirit of God 
| begets in the Soul, and the People of God love 


to hear of in his Houſe, as that which is . 


ſiſtent with the Word of God. — That Iniquity 
abounds, we may ſee, in that Spread of Error ſo 
| univerſal in the World, and which our Lord 
predicted, as that which ſhould rake place before 
the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and if this Land 
will not be greatly affected with the ſame before 


long, it may be looked upon as a Wonder 


Storms are gathering, when they may break is 
only known to the Lord: + And becauſe Iniquity 
fal ab abound, the Love of many ſhall wax cold. © 


+ Matt. xxiv. 12. 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Ir is @ Time to Weep, when there is 
a great Departure from the Faith of the Goſpel; 

that Faith, once delivered unto the Saints, and 
which many of late Years have dropped, de- 
nied and given up, though once great Advocates 


| for; and of this Sort, Miniſters and others; which 


makes it very lamentable; and at this Time, in 
many Places, both Miniſters and People are 
agreed herein, che former will not preach it, and 
the latter will not hear it; the Conſideration of 
which is very awful, and the Apoſtle's Aſſertion 
verified; + For the Time will come, when they will 
wot endure ſound Doctrine; but after their own Luſts 


Mall they. heap to themſebves Teachers, having itching. 


Ears. To hear the Doctrine of Grace ſo ſeldom 
inſiſted on, at this Time, is afflicting to the Minds 


of many; Although many Goſpel Truths can never 


be clearly opened here, yet this will never excuſe 
Miniſters in keeping of them back from their 
People. — And while ſome of us are waiting and 
wiſhing for the Latter-Day Glory to take place, 
it becomes us alſo to be equally concerned for 
thoſe Truths, which are ſo much deſpiſed, and 
which the Apoſtle exhorts the Philippiens + tq 


t 2 Tim. iv. 3. + Phil. i. 27. 
G 2 hand 
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Fand faſt in, and ſtrive together for the Faith of ; and 
it will be always to the Honour of thoſe that doĩt: — 
Truths, which ye hope to live and die by, though | 
the Number is ſmall that dare to preach them. — 
All the Do&trinesof the Goſpel, more or leſs, are Life 
to the Soul of a Believer, and are to be preached 
as ſuch, as they contain in them Salvation by 
Chriſt alone, by his perfect Obedience and juſtify- 
ing Righteouſneſs : Theſe are ſolid Truths, and 
Choice * Wells of Salvation, that are neglected by 
moſt, and drawn at but by few, notwithſtanding 
the Apoſtle's Exhortation; + Beloved, when I gave 
all Diligence to write unto you of the common Salva- 
tion; it was needful for me to write unto you, and ex- 
bort you, that ye ſhauld earneſtly contend for the Faith, 
which was once delivered unta the Saints: That Sal- 
vation, that was common to God's Elect, and fa 
much to their Honour to contend earneſtly for, 
and not let the Truths of Cbriſt go: It is much 
better to let our Lives go than the Truths of 
Chriſt, and. if you have been enabled, my Friends, 
to feed upon them, they will be more to you 
than your own Lives can be, 


* Ifaiah xil. 3. + Jude 3. : 
OO Fifth, 
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1 


— nd Lath, Ir is @ Time to Was, * 
there are but few able Men to defend the Truths 
of Chrift; that there are many Preachers, and 
perhaps as many as ever there were, is not deniedz 
and among them many good Men; but all good 
Men are not able Men: It is not every good 
Man, that loves the Truth, and has great Grace, 
that can defend the Truth i in a maſterly Way, 
when it is oppoſed : That Paſſage of the Wiſe 
Man may be conſidered here, and, for what I know, 
this may be One principal Senſe af it; Then 
was a little City, and few Men within it, &c. The 
Church of Chrift is a City; a City well founded, 
as it is built upon Chriſt, and can never be thrown 
down; a City that is uniform and compact; 3 
little City, and few Men within it, in a compara- 
tive Senſe; and among its Inhabitants but few able 
Men to defend it, to ſtand by the Truth, and 
riſk their Lives, if called upon for it; but few 
Men within it, of whom it may be ſaid, as the 
Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of himſelf, and his Fellow- 
Labourers; * Who alſo hath made us able Miniſters 
of the New Teſtament, not of the Letter, but of the 


1 Eocleſ, ix. 14 * 2 Cor. il. 


Spirit; 


„ 
Spirit ; for the Letter killetb, but the Spirit giveth 
Life. When theſe Things are duly conſidered, 
it muſt be granted, that though the Cauſe and 
Intereſt of Chriſt is a great Cauſe, a good Cauſe, 
and the beſt Cauſe that ever was, or ever will be, 
yet there are but few able. Men within the City 
ef our God to defendit; many eminent Ones have 
deen, but are removed: and among them, the late 
Mr. ' Hiderſon,” Mir. Brine, Dr. Gilh, and Mr. 
Craner, Men, that were able to defend the Truths 
ef che Goſpel ; theſe” are taken away from the 
Bott tor come + Bur where are your able Men now? 
Who are riſen up in their flead, and where will 
you find them? There are but few, in a eompara- 
tive Senſe; for thoſe there are, we have Reaſon to 
be thankful; believing alſo, that the Prayers of 
thoſs few able; Men that are gone to Heaven, as 
before ſpecified, who, when. here upon Earth, ſent 
up their united Requeſts for an Increaſe of this 
Sort, as well as your Prayers now upon this ſo- 
lang Occafion, will in due Time be anſwered, 
as far as done i in Faith, and in a conſiſtent Way; 
Hongh, 2 preſent, the gloomy Proſpect that ſur. 


rounds 
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rounds us obliges our Attention to this Call of 
Providence, and hearty Concurrence in the Lan- 
guage and Suitableneſs of our Text, A Time is 


Weep. 
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